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Chiefs authority, and the sept being -wild borderers, fond
of feuds and forays, any good pretext for demurring to estab-
lished authority is heartily welcome. But the peculiarity of
this sept is that though it descends from one stock, it has no
chief of its own; it is made up of a number of distinct family
groups, each separate and independent under its head* And
the land is not only parcelled off among these groups, but there
goes on a constant struggle between the ordinary rule of Hindu
succession to property, which divides off the land among the
sons at each succession, and the rule of political expediency
which inclines toward primogeniture. The ordinary outcome
of this struggle is a sort of inchoate primogeniture, allotting a
larger portion of the family lands and superior authority to
the elder heir of the chief family in a group* But the blood
feuds, family and faction fights, and general anarchy caused by
these chronic quarrels over the land are incessant, and have
totally prevented any political consolidation of the sept into a
State. The whole tract would long ago have been incorpo-
rated quietly into the Jodhpoor State, to which it does nomi-
nally belong, had it not been an outlying country, full of hardy
caterans not easily tamed. There is at the North-East of
Kajput&na another tract in a very similar condition, peopled
by the Kuchwaha clan, of whom the head is the Jeypoor Chief,
to whom this sept owes an allegiance that is very unpunctually
paid. Here again this sept consists of the descendants of a
son of an ancient Chief of the main stock of the Kuchw&kas
who went forth and conquered this tract on his own score and
private venture. They have never formed a State under one
tribal leader, and they still continue in the molecular condition*
of an uncertain federation of family groups of different magni-
tudes, usually dividing and subdividing the land down to the
point consistent with some kind of cohesion for self-protection
and the recognition of a head *to each family. These groups
seem to represent the fluid unconsolidated stage of tribal
aggregations, before they have begun to crystallize round an
acknowledged head, and to harden into political shape. And
latterly the consolidation of these septs has been greatly hin-
dered by the policy of the Chiefs pf Jodhpoor and Jeypoor,